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r e d for string quartet (A.G. 2020) 

GENERAL:

Montage/Form
Modules can be used in any order.
Modules may be repeated.
Not all modules must be used.
Possible durations of Caesura after modules: 

1.  ca. 1”   
2.  ca. 2” 
3.  ca. 4”
4.  ca. 7”
5.  ca. 14”
6.  ca. 21”
7.  ca. 28”

Modules can be grouped together (with short caesuras in between). Discontinuities in the form are extremely 
welcome. To be able to make the open form audible are long performance durations necessary (for example 
40 minutes).

Performance
Audience is free to move (quietly) and take different aural perspectives. The string quartet is placed in the 
middle of the room with the musicians facing each other. 

NOTATION:

General 

A Transition between two instructions

~  Irregular transitions between two instructions (in a moderate tempo if not otherwise specified) for 
example p~f or ord.~m.s.p. («arco mobile»)

Dynamics

if no dynamics indicated, climax is only somewhat louder than the starting
point. Example: f < poco piú f 

«p» Dynamics of the action. Result might differ.

Accidentals are valid only for one note and its immediate repetitions.

Quarter tones
An exact equal tempered intonation of quarter tones are crucial in most cases, specially if they are part of a 
quarter tone «melody». If a quarter tone is only a part of a continuous glissando process (without an accent) 
the intonation maybe regarded somewhat more freely.

Vibrato 
sempre non vibrato unless otherwise indicated.
p. vibrato a. f.: poco vibrato alla fine, a little bit of vibrato at the end of the note.
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r e d for string quartet (A.G. 2020) 

Bow positions
s.t. sul tasto
p.s.t. poco sul tasto
ord. ordinario
p.s.p. poco sul ponticello
s.p. sul ponticello
m.s.p. molto sul ponticello (very close to the bridge)
s.p.e. sul ponticello estremo (half on the bridge)) (Notehead)  on or behind the bridge

bow underpressure (molto flautando)
low bow pressure

normal normal bow pressure
a little overpressure (a bit noisy)

overpressure (noisy)

high overpressure (very noisy)

extreme overpressure (extremely noisy, cracking noise, slow bow)

Jumping bow  Let the bow jump naturally but slowly and long (and bow the string) Let the bow jump naturally but fast (and bow the string)

Pizzicato fingernail pizzicato Bartok (snap) pizzicato (also in piano)

Left Hand:

& (Notehead) half-harmonic stop: Finger pressure between a normal and a harmonic stop.  damped: Touch the strings with the whole palm of the hand. If an open string is given, the hand can 
be placed approximately on the half length of the string. Otherwise use the left side of the palm (where
the small finger is) to stop the strings at the indicated position. No harmonics! In piano almost no pitch
but only a shadowy noise is audible.  

  no damping any more
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